Dosing for Liver Fluke
This is where things can start to get confusing, dosing for liver fluke depends very much on the sort of land you are farming and the weather conditions in a given year and as such it is very difficult to provide a ‘black and white’ dosing schedule to suit everyone!

As a general rule of thumb….

CATTLE
At Housing:-Using Trodax or Closamectin: Wait 7 weeks then dose (to ensure all eggs picked up on pasture have developed into adult fluke and so will be killed by the drug). Another way of doing this would be to dose immediately at housing and then again in 6-7 weeks.

· Using Triclabendazoles ie Fasinex/Triclafas: Wait 1 week and then dose

In very bad years it is possible that this will have to be repeated again during housing due to extremely high burdens of fluke being present to start with so more of the immature fluke will be left after treatment.

Rest of Year:  With cattle the best course of action is to test for fluke on a regular basis. Please ask at the surgery about this.
SHEEP

Autumn: Use a Triclabendazole as above. Like with cattle in dry years one dose is enough, however if very wet this will need to be repeated to remove the high burden.

Pre-Lambing: As above.

Summer: Data sheets for Triclabendazoles recommend dosing every 10 weeks over the summer and in wet years this may be necessary. We would advise to regularly test and treat appropriately.

As you can see, there are many ‘ifs and buts’ so please come and chat to us into the surgery and we can put together a dosing schedule that is right for your farm.

