A Step by Step Guide to Pet Passports
For Dogs, Cats and Ferrets

Pet Passports have made travelling with our pets much easier, however there are a few things that need to be organised before you will be allowed to travel. Depending on where you are going what will need doing will differ, so please allow enough time before travelling to get everything organised!

If you are travelling to and from and EU country….

(or approved non-EU country)

1) MICROCHIPPING: All animals must be microchipped 

2) RABIES VACCINATION: At least 21 days before RE-ENTERING the UK. There is no longer an official requirement to blood sample animals 30 days after vaccination to make sure they are properly protected. However, as a practice we would ALWAYS recommend getting this blood sample as we are still seeing cases that are not building the correct levels of protection. Not sampling your pet could leave it at risk!

3) GET PASSPORT FILLED IN.
4) TAPEWORM TREATMENT (dogs only): All dogs should be treated for tapeworm 1-5days before returning to the UK. This must be done by a vet in the country you staying in and signed off in the passport. There is no longer any legal requirement to treat for ticks before re-entering the country, however as a practice we would ALWAYS recommend treating against ticks, sandflies and mosquitoes as these all carry diseases which could seriously harm your pet. 

If you are travelling to and fron a Non-EU, Non-approved country…

1) MICROCHIPPING: As Above

2) RABIES VACCINATION AND BLOOD TEST: You must wait 3 months after the blood sample to re-enter the UK

3) OFFICIAL VETERINARY CERTIFICATE: must be filled in

4) TAPEWORM TREATMENT: As above

For a list of which countries fall into which catergories and further information: 

http://www.bva-awf.org.uk/resources/leaflets/AWF_Pets_abroad.pdf
http://www.defra.gov.uk/wildlife-pets/pets/travel/

