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Life Cycle

The liver fluke has a complicated lifecycle that involves a host snail. 

The adult fluke in a cow/sheep’s liver produce eggs which are passed out onto pasture and hatch to produce larvae which are taken up by the snail and  eventually released as cercariae which undergo futher devolpent on the pasture to form the infective stage. 

Once the cow/sheep eats this stage it takes 6-7 weeks they develop into adult fluke in the liver and a further 1-2 weeks to produce eggs.

Types of Fluke We See

Chronic:  The most common form of the disease, causing signs usually associated with fluke (anaemia, poor-doing, bottle-jaw, inappetant). Caused by adult fluke blocking the ducts in the liver.

Acute:  Casued by a massive intake of infective cysts leading to a huge burden of immature fluke. Due to the wet weather this year we have seen many cases of this in sheep. Often there are no clinical signs except a 
dead sheep because of blood loss from migrating fluke. 
Diagnosis

Diagnosis can either be made through post-mortems or through feaces samples, both of which can be carried out by us at the surgery.
Treatments
There is an array of products available to treat fluke. There is one important difference between products – what stage of the fluke life cycle do they kill?
The more lifecycle stages the product targets, the better it will be and the lower the dosing interval will need to be. HOWEVER: no product will persist longer than one lifecycle, expecially if stock is grazing.

Nitroxynil (Trodax): Will kill 99% of fluke from 10weeks and 50-90% of fluke from 7 weeks.

Triclabendazole (Fascinex, Triclafas): Will kill between 90 and 99% of all fluke life stages.
Please see overleaf for recommended dosing statergies. 

NB: Sheep can pass fluke eggs for up to 3 weeks after adults have been killed so it is recommended to keep animals on the driest possible pastures for 4 weeks after treatment (so eggs cannot develop). 

IMPORTANT: Obviously fluke is not the only reason for poor-thrift and sudden death in sheep or cattle – it is important to get a post-mortem on these cases before commencing treatments.
Liver Fluke in Cattle and Sheep
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